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Message from a Member

There is so much going on politically these days
one does not even know which way to turn. Just
consider the changes that are in the works on
environmental regulations by our new leader-
ship. Some of these include easing regulations
on fossil fuels; reduce positive steps taken to
limit climate change including withdrawal from
the Paris Climate Agreement, opening public
lands to more oil and gas exploration and ex-
traction, cut the Clean Power Plan to name just
a few. On page 7 of this new letter are the
names, addressed and phone numbers of both
Michigan and Wisconsin State and Federal rep-
resentatives. If there was ever a time for you
as an individual to contact your representative
it’s now. I f you real
find the best way to let your representatives
know your feelings check out the Indivisible
web site. https://www.indivisibleguide.com/

Ouir little group continues to do an amazing
amount of great environmental activities in the
area. Unfortunately it seems to be the same
dozen or so folks taking on the majority of the
work. If we are to continue as a positive voice
for the environment in our area we need your
help. Consider lending a hand in some small
way, there is always lots to do. | can tell you
that we are a great group of folks and always
have a great time at whatever project we are
involved in.

Cheers, Trygve Rhude
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2017 Annual Environmental
Achievement Awards Banquet

Mr. George Meyer, Executive Director of the
Wisconsin Wildlife Federation will have a
PowerPoint presentation entitled Changes
Ahead for Wisconsin Wildlife. Mr. Meyer is a
former Director of the Wisconsin Department
of Natural Resources and has worked in the
field of Conservation for over 40 years, twenty
of those years in senior management. He
has taught conservation and environmental
policy at Lawrence University in Appleton. He
/repbégefts and promdtestthe WisdoAsin VWadd
life Federation and sound natural resource
policies to outdoor organizations and citizens
throughout the state.

Once again, this banquet to honor environ-
mental accomplishments of organizations and
citizens in northeastern Wisconsin, will be at
the Little River Country Club on March 31st.
A social hour begins at 6pm followed by a
dinner at 7pm and the Keynote Address at
8pm. Tickets are $20.00 for adults and
$10.00 for children and are available by call-
ing 906-864-3040 or 715-732-1277.



https://www.indivisibleguide.com/

Chappee Rapids Work Day at Har-
mony Hardwoods

Five members of the Chappee Rapids Audu-
bon Society (CRAS) (Trygve Rhude, Mary
Dumke and Karen Purgill are shown) spent a
last Saturday morning maintaining and improv-
ing the trail system at the Harmony Hard-
woods. Two owl nests and five bluebirds were
built and located along the trails. Trail clean-
up has been an ongoing activity by CRAS and
non-members are always welcome to partake
in these outdoor events. The trail offers both
lowland and upland portions. Much of the for-
est is as close to an old-growth hardwood for-
est as we have in northeastern Wiscon-

sin. The trail is easy to navigate and has
benches for relaxing and quiet reflection along
the way. The trailhead is located adjacent to
the Harmony Gardens just off of Co.Hwy E just
south of Hwy. 64.

Why the Proposed Sulfide Mine?

The Chappee Rapids Audubon Society is
deeply concerned that this proposed sulfide
mine will be a major environmental mis-
judgement. Newspapers and online news
sources are telling us of a continual stream of
water pollution crises for citizens throughout
the U.S. Most attention has focused on the
Flint, Michigan disaster where economic pres-
sures persuaded elected officials to choose
tragic options instead of long-range safe
choices.

We, citizens of both Wisconsin and Michi-
gan, are now confronted with another threat to
our safe water supply. However, our state offi-
cials can be pro-active and not have to deal
with huge and perhaps unsuccessful remedia-
tion costs that entail human health issues. The
damage from sulfide mines is not measured in
years, but decades or generations. Mining
benefits are short-termed and mostly to indi-
viduals who don’t [|ive

As taxpayers, we all have already paid mil-
lions of dollars to remediate the lower Menomi-
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Marj 6s Orchi ds
It is a secret spot, thi:
Ram s Head Orchids I|ive t

there to see them. Over the winter, Marj had
wistfully talked about going back to this bog.
Just to see if she could find it. Just to see if
she could find the rare orchids one more time.
It had been over fifteen years since she last
hunted for these orchids and she is, after all,
approaching eighty.

| think she wanted to share this secret spot
with someone, maybe to preserve its memory
for perpetuity. | was honored to be the one. |
didn’t hesitate to
work to meet Marj on a May spring morning.
According to Marj, the
Wednesday before Memorial Day affords the
best chance to catch
in bloom.

Marj drove to the area of the bog and found
the entrance “by feel
the woods and underbrush could only be iden-
tified by someone who had been there before.
Marj pulled the car a little ways into the
woods, just out of eyesight from the road.

As we gathered our things for the hike, | no-
ticed Marj’'s outfit.
hiker. Cotton long sleeved blouse. Khaki
walking trousers. Wool socks tucked into well-
worn leather high top boots. | also watched
what she put into her shoulder tote bag. Bug
spray, binoculars, compass, plastic rain parka.
And of course, her orchid book, well used but
also well cared for. She plopped her sea-
soned crusher hat on her short white hair and
headed for the bog. | followed closely behind
this pixy-like woman.

What exactly is a bog, | wondered as we
walked. The wooded path we followed
seemed like any other trail to me. But after
only ten minutes the landscape changed. Ce-
dar trees became more abundant, their
denseness making it suddenly dark on this

otherwise sunny day. The air smelled musty,
felt cpamg. §ﬂ18 lusht r%;[ss%urn erfoot felt

spongy and soft. Marj explained that a bog is

take a
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(Continued on gage



CALENDAR OF EVENTS

February 2017

16th Meeting:
Annual Members Multi-Media Presentation
7:00 pm, Room 110 U.W. Marinette

March 2017

31st: 28th Annual Environmental Awards Banquet
Speaker: George Meyer from The Wisconsin Wildlife
Federation

Little River Country Club Marinette, 6:00pm

April 2017
20th Meeting:

7:00 pm, Room 110 U.W. Marinette

Speaker Carolyn Ward Wl DNR Wildlife Biologist

22nd Earth Day

For more information check out the Earth Day Network
at: http://www.earthday.org/2016

22nd March for Science, La Crosse, Madison & Mil-
waukee

https://www.marchforscience.com/

May 2017

Tuesday morning bird walks:

May 2nd, 9th, 16th, 23rd and 30th at 7:30am
Thursday morning bird walks:

May 4th, 11th, 18th and 25th at 7:30am

April Meeting Speaker
Caroline Ward is a Wildlife Biologist with the Wiscon-
sin Department of Natural Resources. Among other
things Caroline will give us an update on the Kirtland
warblers in Marinette County. Caroline is from a little
bit of everywhere. While her parents were from rural
New Jersey and she was born there, she spent most
of her life in Georgia. Her passion for wildlife led Caro-
line to attend the University of Georgia and obtain her
Bachelors in Fisheries & Wildlife in spring 2012.
Shortly after graduation, she started work as a biotech
with the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service at Swan Lake Na-
tional Wildlife Refuge in north-central Missouri. While
at the refuge, Caroline led the outreach and education
programs, participated in key biological surveys, and
worked closely with partner groups such as Ducks
Unlimited, the Friends of Swan Lake NWR, and the
Green River Audubon Society. Caroline worked at the
refuge until late fall 2014, after which she decided to
pursue her Masters in Range & Wildlife Management
at Texas A&M University — Kingsville studying prong-
horn antelope. While in school, Caroline presented her
research findings at both national and state-level
meetings of The Wildlife Society, as well as at the Bi-
ennial Pronghorn Workshop. Shortly after completing
her research and degree work in fall 2016, Caroline
accepted a Wildlife Biologist position with Wisconsin
DNR in Wausaukee and has never looked back. She
enjoys both wildlife-watching and hunting and looks
forward to going hiking, biking, and camping on all the
public lands in Wisconsin.

May Bird Walks

There will be a bird walk every Tuesday and
Thursday in May. Tuesday's walks will be at dif-
ferent locations each week. The Thursday's walks
will always take place at Pond Road on the south
end of Shore Drive in Marinette starting at the ob-
servation deck. The walks will start at 7:30 am.
Please see the calendar on our website craudu-
bon.com for information or call Joan Campbell
715-732-1277

(Continued from page

nee River and the river is near to being de-listed
by the EPA. This major achievement gained over
decades of hard work by scientists and citizens
involved in the Menominee River Remedial Action
Plan has re-stored health and recreational bene-
fits. Why woul d Michi g
ronmental Quality want to jeopardize this environ-
ment again?

The state of Michigan has, with Flint, demon-
strated that it does ngd
environmental safety first. Our organization, with
nothing to gain except the protection of a major
watershed of the Lake Michigan, urges elected
officials at the local, state and federal levels to act
on our common behalf and not allow the this ill-
conceived proposed sulfide mine proposal to go
forward.
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actually “floating |l and”. We were wal king o
We were no longer on a trail. | followed Marj as she patiently, methodically walked through this
bog, foll owing ridge |Iines that | ooked f ami
chids. Il wasn’t much hel p. I had seen the p
ground, Il still didn’t know exactly what |

Just as Marj was beginning to get discour ag
di dn’ t act uathdoxhikahtlewime. But whien $1arj came to take a closer look when
| asked her to identify that I|Iittle fl ower,
She practically jumped up and down as we gathered around it. She had been looking for a ten-
inch high orchid. This year it was a late bloomer. Only six inches tall, this fragile orchid sported a
thin green stem and leaves. The delicate brown-orange flower, only about a half an inch long,
seemed to peer to the ground, almost as if modest or shy.

Marj spent several minutes on her elbows and knees, trying different angles and waiting for
just the right light to photograph the orchid. | took a picture of her.

Where there was one there had to be more. Now that we knew what we were looking for, our
hunt became easier. As we discovered severa
excitement must have traveled throughout th
teacher or the student. An hour went by as we moved deeper into the bog.

When it was time to turn back, Marj was determined to return to the exact spot on the trail
where we had started. She wanted to be abl e
Head Orchids on a return trip. She took a reading on her compass and headed due southeast.
Not a downed tree or a deep spongy section of moss stopped her. We kept on that course, not-
ing landmarks as we went. The woodpecker tree. The charred stump. And by golly, we made it
back to the road, barely off course.

Marj had found the bog. She had found the H
part of this, to have been invited.

Il think I could find the secret bog and the

without Marj. | will invite her to go next spring, on the Wednesday before Memorial Day.

Laurie Lata, 2001

Editors note: Marj passed away this past January. She was one of the founding members of Chappee Rapids Audubon and will

Ra m’

be missed by all.

Calypso Orchid found at the Carney Fen Marj Bjork at the Carney Fen



Wisconsin Breeding Bird Atlas

“This is the second
Bird Atlas Il project. Our first year was very suc-
cessful. We confirmed well over 100 Marinette
County breeding species including the Canada
Warbler, Orchard Oriole, American Bittern, and
Trumpeter Swan. Most of the nearby breeding
blocks are still open and lots of birding is yet to be
done. Anyone with moderate birding experience is
welcome to help out. Just contact Dale Leitzke at
906-863-316 3. ”

yeaf

How To Keep Informed

Ifoybu hdvér et l0dkedsat curwe site take adegvd i
moments to do so. You can also access our face-
book page from the web
easy quick way to keep in touch with others inter-
ested in birding and environmental issues in gen-
eral.

ng

Waste Management Site

The mitigation pond adjacent to the Waste Man-
agement Landfill continues to be a great spot for
bird watching. Our group has made many trips to
the site and have seen many species using the
pond and surrounding area. Waste Management
has made substantial efforts to get rid of the phrag-
mites at the site and they report that they are mak-
ing good progress. Waste Management welcomes
our continued use of the area. They do ask that
you stop at the office prior to visiting the site to let
them know. They would also encourage you to post
your sightings on e-bird. We look forward to con-
tinuing a good relationship with Waste Manage-
ment in the future.

Dale Leitzke

2016-17 Chappee Rapids Officers

President—Vacant

Vice President—Karen Purgill
Secretary—Vacant
Treasurer—Marlene Nelson

Program - Vacant
Conservation/Legislation—Wendel Johnson
Field Trip - Vacant

Historian- Joan Campbell
Webmaster-Mike Goetzman

MI Audubon Delegate-Denise Taylor
WI Audubon Delegate - Beth Goetzman
Education - Carmen Bugaj

Social - Mary Dumke

Newsletter - Trygve Rhude

Chapped Rapids Site - Bob Brisson

Wisconsin Legislative Environmental
Scorecard

At the end of each legislative session, Wisconsin
League of Conservation Voters brings you the Con-
servation Scorecard so that you can see how your
legislator is voting on the issues you care about.
One of the most importa
year's Scorecard
pretty clear that this was one of the worst legislative
session on record for conservation. And yet, be-
cause conservationists from every corner of the
state got involved, we were able to do things like
save and fund the Stewardship Program, stop ef-
forts to privatize drinking water systems, make vast
improvements to the horrid Polluter and Developer
Grab Bags, and protect the Great Lakes from plas-
tic microbeads. That makes you a Conservation
Champion in our book! Hopefully, your legislators
are Conservation Champions too. To see how your
representative voted on environmental issues
check out the web site..
http://conservationvoters.org/wordpress/wp-
content/uploads/2016/06/
WLCVscorecard2016_lowres.pdf

Information from The Wisconsin Conservation

n t

Membership Dues

Have you never been a member of
Chappee Rapids Audubon? Have you
not paid your 2016-2017 dues yet?
Take a moment and fill out the member-
ship form on the back of this page with
your dues and drop it in the mail.
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Peshtigo Christmas Bird Count

December 21, 2016 nine observers coordinated by
Joan Campbell observed 36 different species with

a total count of 3,674 birds. There was a bit of scat-
tered snow in the morning and late afternoon with a

temperature of 25 to 35 deg.

Canada Goose
American Black Duck
Mallard

Wild Turkey

Common Merganser
Bald Eagle
Red-shouldered Hawk
Red-tailed Hawk
Rough-legged Hawk
Rock Pigeon

Mourning Dove

Barred Owl

Red-headed Woodpecker
Red-bellied Woodpecker
Downy Woodpecker
Hairy Woodpecker
Pileated Woodpecker
Northern Shrike

Blue Jay

American Crow
Common Raven
Black-capped Chickadee
Red-breasted Nuthatch
White-breasted Nuthatch
Brown Creeper
American Robin
European Starling
Cedar Waxwing
American Tree Sparrow
Dark-eyed Junco
Northern Cardinal

Snow Bunting

Purple Finch

House Finch

American Goldfinch
House Sparrow

47

12

390
19
111

17

43
1,175
21

83
360
76

45

38
126
153

Hayward Lakes Christmas Bird

Count

The Hayward Lakes Christmas Bird count was
held Dec. 31, 2016 and coordinated Joan Camp-
bell. On a partly cloudy day with temperatures
ranging from 22 to 29 deg 13 observers had a
great day. A total of 3,071 individuals consisting
of 41 species were observed. Records were set
with high numbers for American Robins and

Northern Cardinals counted.

Canada Goose

Tundra Swan

Mallard

Common Goldeneye
Common Merganser
Bald Eagle
Sharp-shinned Hawk
Northern Goshawk
Red-tailed Hawk
Rough-legged Hawk
Ring-necked Pheasant
Wild Turkey

Gull Species

Rock Pigeon

Mourning Dove

Barred Owl

Red-bellied Woodpecker
Downy Woodpecker
Hairy Woodpecker
Pileated Woodpecker
Northern Shrike

Blue Jay

American Crow
Common Raven
Black-capped Chickadee
Red-breasted Nuthatch
White-breasted Nuthatch
American Robin
European Starling
Bohemian Waxwing
Cedar Waxwing
American Tree Sparrow
Dark-eyed Junco
Northern Cardinal
Common Grackle
Purple Finch

House Finch

Common Redpoll

Pine Siskin

American Goldfinch
House Sparrow

14
3
62
27
3
15
2
1
8
17

9
150
2
203
211

24
18
19

115
420
51
231
13
11
98
530
49
55
11
181
40

60

21

341
40




Carney Christmas Bird Count

Eleven folks counted 1530 individual birds of
30 different species on a cold December 14"
on the Carney Christmas Bird count. A total of
250 miles were traveled between the hours of
7:30am and 2:00pm. Dale Leitzke led the
group of hardy birders.

Ring-necked Pheasant 18

Wild Turkey 135
Great Blue Heron 1
Northern Harrier 1
Bald Eagle 28
Red-tailed Hawk 5
Rough-legged Hawk 10
Rock Pigeon (Feral Pigeon) 82
Mourning Dove 48
Red-bellied Woodpecker 10
Downy Woodpecker 19
Hairy Woodpecker 13
Pileated Woodpecker 2
Northern Shrike 1
Blue Jay 47
American Crow 153
Common Raven 26
Black-capped Chickadee 247

Red-breasted Nuthatch 16
White-breasted Nuthatch 18

American Robin 1
European Starling 50
Snow Bunting 1
American Tree Sparrow 13
Dark-eyed Junco 109
Northern Cardinal 10
Purple Finch 44
Common Redpoll 4
American Goldfinch 334
House Sparrow 16

POND ROAD BIRDFEST

Please mark Saturday, May 13th on your cal-
endar. Our annual Bird City Birdfest will be
held again on Pond Road at the observation
deck and we will need members to help out
that day. The counting begins at sunrise and
continues throughout the day with people
from the community coming to learn and see
what birds we have in our area. Please con-
sider helping out for 1 or 2 hours or as long
as you can. For more info please check our
website or call Joan Campbell at 715-732-
1277

For additional information on Bird City and in
particular Marinette
http://www.birdcitywisconsin.org/Applications/
Marinette.pdf

Michigan U.S. Senator Debbie Stabenow,
133 Hart Senate Office Bldg.
Washington, D.C. 20510

202-224-8422

Michigan U.S. Senator Gary Peters
2 Russell Senate Courtyard
Washington, D.C. 20510
202-224-6221

Michigan U.S. Representative Jack Bergman
414 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515

202-225-4735

Wisconsin State Senator Dave Hansen, 30™ District
State Capitol Room 5 South Box 7882

Madison, WI 53707

608-266-5670, 866-221-9395
Sen.Hansen@legis.wisconsin.gov

Wisconsin State Representative John Nygren, 89" District
State Capitol Room 306 East Box 8953

Madison, W1 53708

608-266-2343, 715-732-4296
rep.nygren@legis.wisconsin.gov

Wisconsin U.S. Senator Ron Johnson
Russell Senate Office Bldg. 386
Washington, D.C. 20510
202-224-5323

Wisconsin U.S. Senator Tammy Baldwin
717 Hart Senate Office Bldg.SH 717
Washington, D.C. 20510

202-224-5653

Wisconsin U.S. Representative Mike Gallagher
1007 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515

202-225-5665

Michigan State Senator Tom Casperson, 38" District
Farnum Building Room 705 PO Box 30036

Lansing, Ml 48909-7536

517-373-7840

senTCasperson@senate.mi.gov

Michigan State Representative Beau LaFave, 108™ District
S1487 House Office Bldg. PO Box 30014

Lansing, Ml 48909-7514

517-373-0156

BeaulLaFave@house.mi.gov

chec
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Chapped Rapids Audubon Society
P. O.Box 1133
Marinette, WI 54143

Chapped Rapids Audubon Society Membership Form

Name

Address

City State Zip

Phone

E-Mail

Is this a renewal or new membership (circle one)

I wish to receive my newsletter by mail or e-mail (circle one)

Membership Category: (check one)
Individual $5.00
Family $10.00
Supporting $10.00
Contributing $25.00
Donor $50.00

http://craudubon.com/




